Ronan Keating remembers touring with Boyzone, 1995

This was one of aur first proper UK tours, | waould have keen 17, Ten months
before, we had won Best Show an the Road on the Smash Hits tour, which
was what really started us off, 1 was the most fun. We were an a normal
ceach, with no beds, and 20 other acls — every mighl was a 3avage party.
Belore auditioning for Boyzone in 1593 | was a singer in 3 rock band called
MNamaste, named after a Beastie Boys lyric. | ddn 1 care abaut shifting 1o
being in a boyband though, | loved it. We'd recently finished the largest Inish
tour ever = somothing like 38 shows in 30 days, and then we came (o the
UK whera we were selling out city halls, Said and Dore was a number ong
album, and we were just starting 1a réalse how big this could get

Back then all of us in the band were pretiy much sbill a gang = a bunch
of lads on a bus drinking every night. We didn't sleep much, and we'd
hiawe brothers and friends coming ever to join us lor a saght of Lwe,
Waih all the girls being around, it was just bridliant. There were a couple
ef fans wha would drrve after us in their cars = we couldn't Beleve 13
We had a PlayStation an board. we would Uistan to.a lot of Take That, and
a ot of hip-hop. Share would alweys be playing reggae. and Mikey
would play us Sting. Jack Daniels was what | drank all the ime. Hangovers
are casy wWhen yau ro young.

| had far (oo much energy for my own good. | was always running
argund, acting the maggot. In the daytime we ¢ be doing mleraews with
Emash Hirs, Top of the Pops maganine, and if we had a single out
we'd da TV ehows too. We'd do anything 16 g1 on TV in those days:

| remmemser wearing a chicken suit an The Big Sreakfast. Bul there
were timas when | got hornasizk. Wi had no mabile phones or anything
then sa it weas harder to stay in touch with hom

Lows [Walsh, Boyzane's manager] never ever travelled with us
He had set us up m the beginming, but the day-to-day stull was down 10 us
and gur tour manager Mark Plenken, Mark still manages ma now, and
Alex, aur stylist back then, is still my stylist. You should spend a long ima
putting a show logethar, but we werea always so unprepared it was funmy,
We had these orange overalls, and we would spend probably five days
in & dance studio and then busk it Boyzone were never that polished, but
| think that was part of the charm. Keilth was always joking around and
wiould forget his dance moves, but the girls toved him for that, On that
tour Shane had brokien & leg when we ware playing basketball in Helland
and had to do the show with crutches. But he's one of those peaple
who doasn’t like to foel like he's holding you back, so he got stuck in and
did a (ot of the moves anyway,

We were making a fortune and [ started spending my rmoney on clethes
[l dan't rermember wearing as many rings as | am in thal phots, thoughl,
I was mad for labels = | had to have the Guec hat, the sweaterwath the big
D&G on the front. At that age, it's all that matters. | bought my first car nat
long alter that, 3 BMW We were spailt rotten. Interview by Naomi West
Faran Heating s new single All Over dgain, fealuring Kale Rushy, /s oul
on May 29 His album ‘Bring You Mome'is oul on Juna 5



